CHAPTER  XII
THE FUTURE  OF THE  MILK  INDUSTRY
THROUGHOUT the preceding chapters an attempt has been made to elaborate
the measures necessary to secure the more stringent control of all milk
supplies so that this foodstuff may he produced, delivered and consumed in
a clean and safe condition. Conversely, the multitude, of ways in which
milk may be rendered unlit for human consumption have been illustrated.
It is ncccssaiy now to briefly survey schemes which have been devised or
which are at present in existence whose aim is to secure the improvement
of the country's milk supply. The schemes which have been introduced
with such an end in \ie\v are :
(1)   The Accredited Milk Scheme.
(2)   The Attested I lords Scheme.
(3)  The National Milk Testing Scheme.
(1) The Accredited Milk Scheme
This scheme was originally sponsored by the Milk Marketing Hoard and
was designed, by bonus payments, to improve1 the hygienic (Duality of the
milk supplies. It must be emphasised that from its inception this proposal
could only be considered as a preliminary step to further improvements.
Briefly, the scheme provided that, alter May ist, 1935, all registered
producers, presenting to the Board the Grade A certificates then in force,
would be placed upon the Accredited Roll and would receive one penny per
gallon premium for their milk irrespective of the use to which it was to
be put by the purchaser. These premiums were to be paid from a central
fund created by the Board by means of a lev}' of one-sixteenth of a penny per
gallon from all registered producers. Wholesale producers and producer-
retailers were entitled to the premiums, while holders of Grade A licences
automatically qualified. Producers who enrolled were known as " Accredited
Producers/'
When the Milk (Special Designations) Order, t03^> became law, milk
produced by enrolled " Accredited Producers " became officially recognised
as Accredited milk, the premium paid was increased and is now i\d. per
gallon over and above the normal pool price. The equivalent grade in
Scotland was termed " Standard " milk. To obtain an Accredited licence,
which is essential before the designation " Accredited " can be used, a
producer must apply to the licensing authority requesting that his herd be
clinically examined and their milk sampled, This veterinary examination and
initial sampling must take place not more than one month prior to a licence
being granted. A producer has been called upon to pay an annual licence
fee of varying amounts and in some districts the cost of initial inspection
and sampling has had to be borne by him. The bacteriological examination,
which puts the onus of maintaining the standard of milk on the producer,
is made only while the liquid is nominally in his possession, the wholesale
producer's responsibility ending when it has been delivered in sealed con-
tainers to the depdt of the distributor.
The Accredited Milk Scheme and  the production of Accredited or
Standard milk under the Orders of 1936 has resulted in some improvement
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